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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 30. 

& This REPORT consists of a total of sheets. 

| [ Tllis report, is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and arc the basis for this rej>ort and/or sheets containing rcxtifications made More this Authority, 
(see Rule 70.10 and Section 007 of the Administrative Instructions under the IX M 1 ). 

These annexes consist of a tota l of sheets. 
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1 | x| Basis of the report 
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□ 



Priority 



III dl N T <>"-^stablishment. of report with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 

IV [x] Lack of unity of invention 

V [~x] Reasoned statement under Article with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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VI | | Certain documents cited 

VII | x| Certain defects in the international application 

■Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/ 11766 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

the international application originally filed 
the description. 

pages 

pages 



as ori»ina!lv filed 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



pat'es 



NONE 



led with the letter of 



the claims: 

pa»es 

pa^es 

pa^es 

pages 



31-39 



NONE 



NONE 



. a:.; originally filed 

as amended (together with any st.af emenf ) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



. filed with the letter of 



the drawing:;: 

pages 

pages 

pa ^es 



. as oriuinallv filed 



NONE 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



fx] Hie sequence listing part of the 
jifU^nip tiou. NONE 



filed with the letter of 



as originally 



pa^es 
pai(e;.; 



NONE 



. filed with Ihe demand 



NONE 



filed with the letter of 



.:. i\ith regard to the language, all the elements marked ahove were availahle or furnished to this Authority in Ihe laiiL'UaL'e in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. ' 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(h)). 

I I the language of publication of the int ernal tonal application (under Rule 4b\: J »(b)). 

| | the l.mi'u.a'e of the translation furnished for the purposes of internal iona] preliminary examination (under Rules :A'> and .■* 

n r;!ii re».ird io aiiv nucleotide and/or ammo acid sequence disclosed m Ihe international application, the international 

contained m the international application in printed form. 
| | filed together with the international .ipplication in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsetjuent.lv to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence lisimr does not <'o beyond the disclo :iire in Ihe 
MlieriMtiOlial anp||( allOll as (lied has been jlliliislied 

I I The statement thai the information recorded in (oinputci icadablc lorm is ulcnUal to ihe writ en sequence list up- has 
1 — 1 been furnished. 1 

I [~x] The aineudmenis have resulted in the cancellation of. 



NONE 



t he description, pa^es. 

the claims. N'os 

l~x] I lie drawing--. sheet s-J+u NONE 



NONE 



□ Tins report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since I hey have been considered to uo 
beyond the dist losure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Rox (Rule 70.;!(c)).- ' 
' Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 
and 70.17). 

**Anv replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional lees the applicant. -has: 
| [ restricted the claims. 
| X| paid additional fees. 
| | paid additional fees under protest. 
| | neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

^* 1 1 ^k* 8 AutIl0rit y f 01 "" 1 that the requirement of unity of invention is not, complied with and chose, accortling to Rule OKI 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or jwiy additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that, the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rides 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 
is 

□ 

complied with. 

0 

not complied with lor the following reasons: 
Please See Supplemental Sheet. 



4. Consequently, the following pails of the international application weit> the sub jtx t of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this pe|xm: 

\~x\ all parts. 

| | the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. statement. 




Novelty (N) Claims 5. 7-13. 18 


VFK 


Claims 1-4, (i, 14-17 


NO 


Inventive Step (IS) Claims NONE 


YKS 


Claims i-ih 


NO 



Industrial Applicability (I A) Claims 1-18 . YES 

Claims NONE N : () 



2. .citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-2. as best understood, lack novelty and an inventive step under PCT Article 33(i>)-(3) as being anticipated by Sly et 
al. (US a,!j.*jK,«oa). 

Sly discloses all the positively recited elements of the invention including a rotatable blade and a motor (col. a base 
defining a portion of a periphery of a food slice receiving area with a sliced food receptacle (18) and a scale (15). 

Claims 3-4, as best understood, lack novelty and an inventive step under PCT Article 33(*2)-(3) as being anticipated by 
Freudenberg (US UM;V26\9). 

Freudenberg discloses all the positively recited elements of the invention including a rotatable blade ( 1/5), a motor 
(l>(>), a gauge plate adjustment (43), a support surface having visible indicia (8 1) and an adjustable gauge plate (25). 

Claim G, as best understood, lacks novelty and an inventive step under PCT Article 33(2)-(S) as being anticipated by Shie, III 
(US 3,980,304). 

Shie discloses all the positively recited elements of the invention including a rotatable blade having a blade edge (15), 
a motor (drive means), a blade sharpening assembly (*J5) having a sharpening stone (30), a spring (37). a guide (53) and an 
actuator (TO). 

Claims 14-15. as best understood, lack novelty and an inventive step under PCT Article 33(l>)-(3) as being anticipated by Huang 
et al. (US 5. 8G(i). 

Huang discloses al! the positively recited elements of the invention including a rotatable blade ('20), a motor, a slidably 
mounted table (*{>), a handle having a first grasping portion, and a second grasping portion and a third grasping portion (Fig 

0- 

Claims Hi- 17, as best understood, lack novelty and an inventive step under PCT Article 33(^)-(3) as being anticipated by 
Johnson et al. (US 4.8 13,316). 
(Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 



Th« following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

The drawings are objected to under PCT Rule 66V2(a)(iii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or content thereof: 
reference character "a.OOiJ" has been used to designate both visible indicia and support surface. 

The description is objected to as containing the following defect(s) under PCT Rule (i<i.tf(a)(iii) in the form or contents thereof: 
page ICi, line «£4, "43" should be —84—. 
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International application No. 
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VIII. Certain observati ns on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on tlie question whether the chums are 
fully supported by the description, are made: 

Claims 1-4. 6-8, 1 1-1-2. 14-15 and 17 are objected to under PCT Rule 6(i>2(a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article (i because 
the claims 1, 3-4-, (>, 1 1, 14-15 and 17 are indefinite for the following reason(s): In claim I, it is not clear what structure infers 
"no portion of the base extending into said food slice receiving area so that said bulk food product output can tbrm a stack of 
substantial height on said food slice receiving area". If the base defines a portion of a periphery of the food slice receiving area, 
how is it possible to have no portion of the base extending into the food slice receiving area? 
In claims 3-4, it is not clear what structure "adapted to connect" infers. 
In claim 4, "the gauge plate" lacks positive antecedent basis. 

In claim 6, it is not clear what structure "adapted to engage" infers. It is not clear what is meant by "self adjusting". Does 
that mean the blade sharpening assembly adjust by itself? It appears that the adjustment requires adjusting of depression of 
the actuator along the guide. 

In claim 1 1, it is not clear what structure infers "at least one lock (a 17) for securing ...". A ridge ('217) prevents movement 
of body (208) with respect to base (204), it does not appear to prevent movement of the sled. 
In claim 14, it is clear what is meant by "extending substantially horizontally". 
In claim 15, it is not clear what structure " a first and second length" infers. 

In claim 17, it is not clear what step the recitation "automatically driving the table (300) from the table end position back to 
the table start position..." encompass. Is "the table end position" recorded in the memory device also? It appears that it 
requires a signal from an end position switch. 
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IV. LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION: 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2, and 13.3 is not 
complied with for the following reasons: 

As applicant was previously notified this International Preliminary Examining Authority has found plural inventions 
claimed in the International Application covered by the claims indicated below: 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

Group I, claim(s)l-4 are, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific slice thickness indicia. 
Group II, claim(s) 5-8 are, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific blade sharpening assembly. 
Group III, claim(s) 9-12 are, drawn to a slicing machine containing a specific table and sled. 

Group IV, claim(s) 13 is, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific carriage and support arm. 
Group V, claim(s) 14-15 are, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific handle. 
Group VI, claim(s) 16 is, drawn to an operator adjusted optimum stroke system containing a specific selector, zero position 
switch, encoder and microprocessor. 

Group VII, claim(s) 17 is, drawn to a method of automatic operation of a bulk food product slicing machine. 

Group VIII, claim(s) 18 is, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific adjustable gauge plate and 

interlock system. 



and it considers that the International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention (Rules 13.1, 
13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated below: 

The inventions listed as Groups I- VIII do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT 
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The apparatus of Group I 
does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly, 
conversely, the apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of Group I such as the specific slice 
thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group III such 
as the specific table and sled, conversely, the apparatus of Group III does not require the special technical features of Group I 
such as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not require the special technical features of the 
apparatus of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm, conversely, the apparatus of Group IV does not require 
the special technical features of Group I such as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not require 
the special technical features of the apparatus of Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, the apparatus of Group V 
does not require the special technical features of Group I such as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I 
does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position switch, 
encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical features of Group I such 
as the specific slice thickness indicia. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus such as the 
apparatus not having the specific slice thickness indicia set forth in Group I. The apparatus of Group I does not require the 
special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, 
conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group I such as the specific slice 
thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group III such 
as the specific table and sled, conversely, the apparatus of Group III does not require the special technical features of Group II 
such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of 
the apparatus of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm, conversely, the apparatus of Group IV does not 
require the special technical features of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group II 
does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, the 
apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening 
assembly. The apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the 
specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require the 
special technical features of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The method of Group VII can be 
practiced by another different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific blade sharpening assembly set forth in 
Group II. The apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as 
the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special 
technical features of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group III does not require the 
special technical features of the apparatus of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm, conversely, the apparatus 
of Group IV does not require the special technical features of Group III ^ach as the specific table and sled. The apparatus of 
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Group III does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, 
the apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of Group III such as the specific table and sled. The 
apparatus of Group III does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the specific 
selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require the special 
technical features of Group III such as the specific table and sled. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another 
different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific table and sled set forth in Group III. The apparatus of Group 
III does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and 
interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group III such as 
the specific table and sled. The apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of 
Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, the apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of 
Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm. The apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical 
features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, 
the apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical features of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support 
arm. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific 
carriage and support arm set forth in Group IV. The apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical features of 
the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of 
Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm. The 
apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the specific selector, 
zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical 
features of Group V such as the specific handle. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus 
such as the apparatus not having the specific handle set forth in Group V. The apparatus of Group V does not require the 
special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, 
conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group V such as the specific handle. 
The apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific 
adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical 
features of Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor. The method of Group VII 
can be practiced by another different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific selector, zero position switch, 
encoder, microprocessor set forth in Group VI and adjustable gauge plate and interlock system set forth in Group VIII. 



V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 

Johnson discloses all the positively recited elements of the invention including a selector (104), a zero position switch 
(col. 12, lines 15-26), an encoder (col. 12 line 67-col. 13, line 16), and a microprocessor having memory (142). 

Claims 5, 7-13 and 18 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2), because no single reference discloses the claimed 
invention. 

Claims 5 and 8, as best understood, lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Shie III (US 
3,986,304). 

Shie discloses the invention substantially as claimed including a rotatable blade having a sharp edge (15), a motor 
(drive means), a blade sharpening assembly (25) having at least one sharpening stone (30) and a shield (75). Shie fails to 
teach that the shield is retractable. However, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the shield of 
Shie separate and retractable from a guard cover (70) of Shie, since constructing a formerly integral structure in various 
elements involves only routine skill in the art and the retractable shield is old and well known in the art. 

Claim 7, as best understood, lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Shie, III (US 3 986 304)in 
view of Young (US 6,164,161). 

Shie discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for a position sensor. Young teaches a sharpener provided 
with a safety switch (col. 10). Given the teachings of Young, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to employ a safety switch on the device of Shie. Doing so would provide a safety 
mechanism for operating the sharpening assembly with the rotating blade. 

Claims 9-12, as best understood, lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Koch et al. (US 
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Shoot 12 


5,224,407) in view of Strachan et al. (US 1,972,250). 





Koch discloses the invention substantially as claimed including a rotatable blade (8), a motor, a table (5) and at least 
one lock (page 1, lines 85-89). Koch fails to teach a sled having a base portion and a securing surface, and a second securing 
surface. Strachan teaches clamp elements (13, 14). Given the teachings of Strachan, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art to employ a sled having securing surfaces on the device of Koch. Doing so would improve 
securing of the work during slicing. With respect to claim 12, see holding plate (15) of Koch. 



Claim 13 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Koch et al. (US 5,224,407). 

Koch discloses the invention substantially as claimed including a base (2), a rotatable blade (8), a motor, a carriage 
(5), a support arm including a pivot actuator (Fig. 1). Koch fails to disclose a releasable table having a top surface and a 
release. However, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to employ a releasable table with a release since 
such arrangement is old and well known in the art for the purpose of providing ease cleaning of the table. 

Claim 18 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Koch et al. (US 5,224,407)in view of 
Pratley (US 3,704,736). 

Koch discloses the invention substantially as claimed including a base (2), a rotatable blade (8), a motor, a carriage 
(5), and a support arm including a pivot actuator (Fig. 1). Koch fails to teach an interlock system having a slidable plate and 
a hinged flapper stop operabiy connecting an adjustable gauge plate and a releasable table having a top surface and a release. 
However, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to employ a releasable table with a release since such 
arrangement is old and well known in the art for the purpose of providing ease cleaning of the table. Furthermore, Pratley 
teaches interlock system to prevent removal of a carriage tray (100) except when the gauge plate (65) is at its zero setting flush 
with a knife (35). Given the teachings of Pratley, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide an interlock operabiy connecting an adjustable gauge plate and a releasable table on 
the device of Koch. Doing so would assure guarding of the cutting edge from exposing when the table is released from the 
machine for cleaning. 

Claims 1-18 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), because it can be made and used in the industry. 



NEW CITATIONS 

US 6,164,161 A (YOUNG) 26 DECEMBER 2000, see column 10. 
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Claims Nos.: 
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B. FIELDS SEARCHED 
Minimum documentation searched 
Classification System: U.S. 

83/42, 77, 174.1, 932, 703, 58, 62, 72, 74, 76.6, 76.7, 76.8, 76.9, 522.19, 707, 713, 714. 717, 718, 719, 729, 730; 
451/423, 421, 419, 45, 9 

BOX II. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION WAS LACKING 
This ISA found multiple inventions as follows: 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be searched, the appropriate additional search 
fees must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s)l-4 are, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific slice thickness indicia. 
Group II, claim(s) 5-8 are, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific blade sharpening 
assembly. 

Group III, claim(s) 9-12 are, drawn to a slicing machine containing a specific table and sled. 

Group IV, claim(s) 13 is, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific carriage and support arm. 
Group V, claim(s) 14-15 are, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific handle. 
Group VI, claim(s) 16 is, drawn to an operator adjusted optimum stroke system containing a specific selector, zero 
position switch, encoder and microprocessor. 

Group VII, claim(s) 17 is, drawn to a method of automatic operation of a bulk food product slicing machine. 
Group VIII, claim(s) 18 is, drawn to a bulk food product slicing machine containing a specific adjustable gauge plate 
and interlock system. 



The inventions listed as Groups I- VIII do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under 
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The apparatus 
of Group I does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group II such as the specific blade 
sharpening assembly, conversely, the apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of Group I 
such as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not require the special technical features of 
the apparatus of Group ID such as the specific table and sled, conversely, the apparatus of Group III does not require 
the special technical features of Group I such as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not 
require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm. 
conversely, the apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical features of Group I such as the specific 
slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of 
Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, the apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical 
features of Group I such as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group I does not require the special 
technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, 
microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical features of Group 1 such 
as the specific slice thickness indicia. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus such as 
the apparatus not having the specific slice thickness indicia set forth in Group I. The apparatus of Group I does not 
require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and 
interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group I such 
as the specific slice thickness indicia. The apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of the 
apparatus of Group III such as the specific table and sled, conversely, the apparatus of Group III does not require the 
special technical features of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group 11 does 
not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm, 
conversely, the apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical features of Group II such as the specific 
blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group II does not require the special technical features of the apparatus 
of Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, the apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical 
features of Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group II does not require the 
special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, 
microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical features of Group II such 
as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus 
such as the apparatus not having the specific blade sharpening assembly set forth in Group II. The apparatus of Group 
II does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge 
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plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical features of 
Group II such as the specific blade sharpening assembly. The apparatus of Group III does not require the special 
technical features of the apparatus of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm, conversely, the apparatus 
of Group IV does not require the special technical features of Group III such as the specific table and sled. The 
apparatus of Group III does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group V such as the specific 
handle, conversely, the apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of Group III such as the 
specific table and sled. The apparatus of Group III does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of 
Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of 
Group VI does not require the special technical features of Group III such as the specific table and sled. The method of 
Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific table and sled 
set forth in Group III. The apparatus of Group III does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of 
Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII 
does not require the special technical features of Group III such as the specific table and sled. The apparatus of Group 
IV does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group V such as the specific handle, conversely, 
the apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of Group IV such as the specific carriage and 
support arm. The apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI 
such as the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does 
not require the special technical features of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm. The method of 
Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific carriage and 
support arm set forth in Group IV. The apparatus of Group IV does not require the special technical features of the 
apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of 
Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group IV such as the specific carriage and support arm. 
The apparatus of Group V does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VI such as the 
specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor, conversely, the apparatus of Group VI does not require 
the special technical features of Group V such as the specific handle. The method of Group VII can be practiced by 
another different apparatus such as the apparatus not having the specific handle set forth in Group V. The apparatus of 
Group V does not require the special technical features of the apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable 
gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of Group VIII does not require the special technical features 
of Group V such as the specific handle. The apparatus of Group VI does not require the special technical features of the 
apparatus of Group VIII such as the specific adjustable gauge plate and interlock system, conversely, the apparatus of 
Group VIII does not require the special technical features of Group VI such as the specific selector, zero position 
switch, encoder, microprocessor. The method of Group VII can be practiced by another different apparatus such as the 
apparatus not having the specific selector, zero position switch, encoder, microprocessor set forth in Group VI and 
adjustable gauge plate and interlock system set forth in Group VIII. 
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